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What is a Podcast?

Ã Digital audio file, 
typically MP3

Ã άwŀŘƛƻ ǎƘƻǿ έ ŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ
Â Time-shifted ς listen 

whenyou want

Ã Delivered via RSS

Optional:

Ã Auto-sync with portable 
digital player
Â Detach and go ς listen 

whereyou want

Ã Complemented by show 
notes

ό̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ ƛtƻŘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΣ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻŘŎŀǎǘύ



4

Delivered by RSS

Ã Delivery channel

Ã A way to get website content when you want
ÂNo spam

ÂNo need to visit sites ς content comes to you

Ã Discoverability
Â By podcast directories and other sites

Â By people who want to listen
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Brief Background

Ã Podcasting began in August 
2004

Ã Enabled by two elements:
1. RSS enclosures (Dave Winer)
2. Podcatching software (Adam 

Curry)

Ã It started with one podcast ς
ά5ŀƛƭȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ /ƻŘŜέ ǿ ƛǘƘ 
Adam Curry

Ã Today: At least 50,000 
podcasts, 20+ million regular 
listeners

Ã Businesses are podcasting

Ã Mainstream media is 
podcasting
Â Newspapers, magazines, radio, 

television

Ã Wide appeal kicked off in June 
2005 ς Apple added podcast 
support to iTunes




